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^ANNUAL REPORTS!* 
OF THE 
SELECTMEN AND S. S. COMMITTEE 
OF THE 
) 
TOWN OF SKOWHEGAN 
FOR THE 
i YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 20TH, 1889. 
SKOWHEGAN. 
REPORTER STEAM PRINT, 
1889. 

ANNUAL REPORTS 
OF THE 
TOWN OFFICERS 
OF THE 
TOWN OF SKOWHEGAN, 
FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 20TH, 1889, 
SKOWHEGAN. 
REPORTER STEAM PRINT, 
1889. 
TOTS© OFFICERS. 
TOWN CLERK : 
GEORGE S. WEBB. 
SELECTMEN : 
ISAAC DYER, HORACE EATON, J. W. PACKARD. 
TREASURER : 
GEORGE GUSHING. 
COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL-HOUSES. 
O. R. BACHELLOR, CHAS. A. MARSTON, J. R. McCLELLAN. 
COMMITTEE ON SEWERAGE : 
R. B. SHEPHERD, CHAS. A. MARSTON, J. B. FIELD. 
SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
E, F. DANFORTH, S. A. PATTEN, SAMUEL A.BICKFORD. 
TOWN AGENT : 
EDWARD N. MERRILL. 
CONSTABLES : 
S. A. BICKFORD, H. H. TUFTS W. H. HANSON. 
TOWN PHYSICIAN : 
JOHN N. MERRILL, M. D. 
AUDITOR : 
SAMUEL W. GOULD. 
Selectmen's Report. 
A P P R O P R I A T I O N S . 
Schools, $4200 00 
Books, 800 00 
Town Expenses, 5000 00 
Highway, 5000 00 
Snow Roads, 2000 00 
Bridges and Culverts 1500 00 
Sewers 5000 00 
School Houses 5000 00 
Memorial Day, 100 00 
Stone Crusher, 800 00 
Clock & Bell, . . . . • • • • • 800 00 
Foot Bridge South Channel, 300 00 
Cemetery Fences, 200 00 
Water Closets High School 1884, 150 00 
State Tax, 5658 15 
Countv Tax, 3131 51 
Overlaying, 224 03 
$40,363.69 
VALUATION. 
Real Estate $1,652,275 
Personal Estates, 1,340,410 
Total Valuation, $2,998,685 
TAX. 
Rate $12.40 per $1000, $37,183 69 
1272 Polls at S2.50, 3,180 00 
$40,363,69 
113 Dopsat $1.00 $113 00 
Supplemental, 428 17 $541 17 
Total Tax, — 
$40,904 86 
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RECEIPTS. 
Cash on hand, February 20th, '8S $1,621.29 
Money hired, 13,360 00 
School House Shed sold 10 00 
Sundry items 7 75 
Sundry towns 151 86 
Norridgewock for schooling 17 40 
Liquor Agency.. . . 466 93 
Town Farm Sales . . . 283 34 
S. E. Morrill toward son's support 20 00 
City Park grass 2 years 40 71 
Unoccupied Cemetery rental 5 15 
Licenses ., .
 3 0 0 0 
Ladies Aid Society refund Mrs. Boyce expense 7 50 
Z. Vaughau, Coll , past due taxes 298 19 
S. A. Bickford, Coll ,
 3 ) 1 9 3 6 7 8 
State Treasurer Armory rent 100 00 
High School Fund 250 00 
School Fund and Mill Tax 2470 41 
K. R. and Telephone Tax 767 14 
Cemetery Deposit, R. E. Lyon 100 00 
Town order Xo. S2 unpaid, 20 00 
$51,964 45 
O F T H E T O W N O F S K O W H E G A N . .> 
E X P E N D I T U R E S , 
Interest $ 62 50 
Support of Poor 3,533 28 
Tramps 80 75 
Reform School Bills (paid by other towus) 91 86 
School Repairs 381 02 
Expenses, jani tors , heat ing, &<: 1,073 24 
" Books . 399 43 
Houses (construction account) . . . 16,906 27 
" Teachers 5,591 70 
Target ground rent $10, Armory $175 185 00 
Highways • - • • 5,327 68 
Bridges and Culverts 1,503 43 
Sewers . . . . 5 144 37 
Snow Bills 2,865 94 
Hassey store damage, plate glass 91 32 
Stone Crusher and Plant 929 97 
Cemeteries 200 00 
Suspension Bridge : 300 00 
Electric Light on Long Bridge 55 20 
City Clock 800 00 
Town officers' bills 1,616 84 
Town general expenses per ledger 288 76 
S. A. Bickford, Coll., errors in assessments and abatements 443 50 
Z. Vaushan, Coll , " " " " ' l 68 32 
Memorial Day. . . . . . 10000 
Hi»h School C l o s e s . . 648 50 
Ca<h on hand February, 1889 2,075 27 
$51,964 45 
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TOWN O F F I C E R S ' BILLS. 
A. G. Emery, Treasurer , $ 32 00 
Geo. Cushing, " 8 00 
Edward N. Merrill, Agent, 10 00 
John N. Merrill, Town Physician 40 00 
George Cushing, ) Board 10 00 
S. A. Bickford, \ of 6 75 
S. A. Pat ten, ) Health 7 75 
E. F . Danforth, ) 108 48 
S. A. Pat ten, - S. S. Committee, 100 00 
S, A. Bickford, ) 99 50 
S. A. Bickford, Collector, 366 36 
S. A. Bickford, Truant Officer, 3 00 
J. W. Packard, 3d Selectman, 175 00 
Horace Eaton. 2nd " 200 00 
Isaac Dyer, 1st " 450 00 
$1623 84 
LIQUOR AGENCY. 
Received from sales, $3,058 68 
Cash on hand February 1888 163 26 
— ^3,221.94 
Paid State Agent, $2,217 11 
Salary 318 00 
Freight, Packages, heating and sundries , 153 40 
Rent less sub-lease, 66 50 
Turned over to Town Treasurer , 466 83 
$3,221.94 
Due for accrued rent, $24 30 
Stock on hand February 1888, 394 46 
Stock on hand February 1889 143 74 
S E W E R S . 
Amount a s . e s ^ l
 $5QQ0 0 0 
Overdawn, 144 37 
o>z 14.4. Q7 
Amouut expended, §5 144 37 
O F THE T O W N OF SKOWHEGAN. 7 
PERSONS HELPED BY TOWN. 
Austin, Wilbur C. $26 00 
Beals, John 21 00 
Barney, Isaac 132 40 
Boyce. Mrs. Lydia 36 35 
Conroy, John 20 00 
Clukey. John _8 00 
Carey, Moses ~8 26 
Clark, James 65 00 
Clukey, Mrs. 7 r,0 
Bore, Joseph Jr. 3 (ln 
Dolloff, George, 52 00 
Dulac, Hiram 6 00 
Davis, Ann, Insane 189 51 
Eddy, Frank L., Insane 98 79 
Fluett, Henry 1 8 3 85 
Foster, John C , Insane HI 49 
Foot, Nelson 49 00 
Frenchman, 3 50 
Groder, Charles 72 30 
Goodness, Phillip 5 00 
Getchell. Mrs. Simeon, 95 38 
Hilton, Hannah 36 00 
Ireland, Hannah 87 00 
James, Mazina 25 00 
Leo, John 6 00 
Lambert, Frank 27 00 
Latulippe, L. 4 0 0 
Lewis, -Joseph 3 00 
Lessor, Joseph •' 85 
Lashoo, Louis 1 2 50 
Morrill. Edwin C , Insane 1 6 6 0 0 
Mitchell, Jotham 34 00 
Mitchell, W. F. U 0 0 
McMann, John 55 00 
Parks, George, blind but rapidly improving 257 00 
Stearns, William 1 0 2 5 
Stearns, Truman 1 6 7 0 
Steward, Sumner, Insane - s 59 
Steward, Thomas 7 5 0 
Sawtellp, Addie 32 00 
Steward, Hiram 3 77 
Taylor, Wm. H. 8 8 
Taylor, Mrs. Walter 1 3 55 
Trucotte, Mrs. Thomas 146 35 
Trucotte, Thomas 16( ; 1 7 
Taylor, Mrs. 9 8 8 
Vigue, Lucv 20 40 
Varney, Mrs. 70 24 
Vigue, Augustus, 1 1 0 ° 4 
Vigue, Frank 18 94 
Whittier, Fannie, Insane 4 9 5 7 
Austin, Alfred P. 5 0 0 Pooler John 5 00 Wil y J  W.   
s 
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Barney, Mrs. 
Steward, Thomas 
Farrier , old bill 
5 00 
7 50 
13 00 
Amount assessed, 
" overdrawn, 
" expended. 
SNOW ROADS. 
$ 2,000 00 
865 94 
$2,865 94 
Amount paid to date for winter 1888-9, Dis t r ic t No. 1, $52 00 
HIGHWAYS 
Amount assessed, 
'• overdrawn, 
expeuded, 
$5,000 00 
327 68 
-$5,327 68 
BRIDGES AND C U L V E R T S . 
Amount assessed, 
" overdrawn, 
*• expended. 
$1,500 00 
3 43 
$1,503 43 
STONE CRUSHER. 
Amount assessed, 
overdrawn, 
tc
 expeuded including freight, 
sett ing up, etc. , 
for Plant, 
$800 00 
62 
$800 62 
129 35 
$929 97 
ROAD MACHINES. 
Paid B. F. Ford for team and services, 
" Albert P. Murray for team and services, 
" Repairs, 
Charged to Highways, 
$550 00 
382 50 
28 30 
$960 80 
O F THE TOWN OF SKOWHEGAN. 9 
SCHOOL BOOKS. 
Amount assessed, 
Unexpended balance last year, 
Amount expended, 
Unexpended balance this year, $538 12 
SCHOOLS. 
Amount assessed, 
School Fund and Mill Tax, 
Higb School Fund. 
Unexpended balance last year, 
Amount paid teachers, 
Repairs. 
Fuel and general expenses, 
Unexpended balance this year, 
LIABILITIES. 
Due Maine In>ane Hospital, estimated, 
" Support of Geo, Dolicff, 
u
 Rent for John McMann, 
11
 "
 l
 Mrs. Ga«e, 
" John Weston, snow bill, 
" Hired money, 
" Interest estimated, 
" For Armory rent, 
RESOURCES. 
Due from Town of Thorndike, 
" Farmington or Starks, 
" •' " " Anson, 
Non-resident taxes in collector's hands, 
Cash in Treasurer, 
Net liabilities of town, 
$800 00 
137 55 
$937 55 
399 43 
#4200 00 
2470 41 
250 00 
1838 .3!) 
$5591 70 
381 02 
1073 24 
1113 04 
$8759 00 
759 00 
192 on 
21 i 00 
8 00 
50 00 
50 40 
13,360 00 
400 00 
o — 
• > 1 
50 
—$14129 90 
$13 00 
49 00 
17 00 
178 42 
,075 27 
— 82 ,932.09 
$11 ,197 21 
#14,129.00 
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E S T I M A T E S FOR COMING YEAR. 
Highways. -SO,000 00 
Culverts and Bridges, 500 00 
Snow Roads, 500 00 
Support of poor and Town Expenses , 5,500 00 
Respectfully Submit ted . 
ISAAC D Y E R , ] Selectmen 
H O R A C E E A T O N , > of 
J. W. PACK Alio, I Skowhejjao. 
•Woman's Aid Society.* 
FIRST ANNUAL R E P O R T TO T H E T O W N OF SKOWHEGAN 
BY THE T R E A S U R E R OF T H E U S K O W H E G A N 
W O M A N ' S A I D S O C I E T Y . " 
- • • - * • 
1889. 
Feb. 27. Hv cash of the Executors of the will of Ab-
ner Coburn, interest on the bequest of 
£20,000, $1,111.33 
By cash of Mrs. V. \\ . Coburn, 20.00 
By "Conscience fund" thiough Mrs. Helen 
S. Coburn, 5.00 
To paid 137 orders voted by the Executive board of 
the society, and signed bv the President and 
Secretary, $962.38 
Cash balance to new account, 173.95 
THE A HOVE SUM DISTRIBUTED AS FOLLOWS. 
TO cash to 52 different persons, $4^5 40 
k
' paid for boarding individuals, :55-5° 
" •• dry goods for 25 persons, 87.68 
• groceries for 12 persons. 34 26 
" '* wood and coal, 47-5° 
4
 shoes for 14 persons, 33-35 
* women sewing for the society, 24-75 
•' rent ($12.50 for the society,) 25-5° 
•" Maine General Hospital for surgery, 48.00 
•* clothing. 5.00 
sundries, 4.24 
printing and books, 11 20 
$962.38 
Skowhegan, Feb. 27, 1889. MARY R PHILBRICK, Treasurer. 
The trustees of the "Fund," chosen by the town, expect to be able to 
pay the society one thousand dollars each year, quarterly ; first payment to 
be made April 1st. 1889. 
Woman's Aid Society. 
R E P O R T OK SECRETARY FOR Y E A R E N D I N G M A R . I , 1889 
Number of Meeting held, 
families asking aid, 
" " aided, 
" with dry goods and groceries, 
" wood and coal. 
a 
33 
75 
60 
x9 
6 
Have paid entire board of one person the full year, and assisted towards 
the payment of board of five others. 
Articles of second-hand clothing contributed bv residents of the town 
have been distributed as follows ; 
Stockings, 80 pr. Nightdresses, -3 
Boots, shoes and rubbers. 29 ' Pants on-1 vests. 9 
Sheets and pillowcases. 26 k> Outside garments, 16 
Undervests and drawers. 67 tk Aprons. 25 
Shirts, 1 0 >< Skirts. 52 
Comforters, 7 Suits of clothes, 8 
Shawls, 5 Hats and caps, 8 
Dresses, 55 Flannel], 2i>4 yds. 
Hoods, — 
0 Print, 3
1
 " 
Mittens and glo\ es. 4 Apples, 1 bushel 
Cloaks. l 3 Jelly. 6 glasses 
Coats. 3 Fruit, 8 cans 
MARY E. PAGE, SECRETARY. 
Report of the Committee on Sewers. 
The committee in making their report include the report of the engineer in 
charge of the construction of the works, as showing the amount, character and 
details of the work performed. The sewer on Water St. was much more expen-
sive than was anticipated. There was no intention on the part of the committee 
to exceed the appropriation, but the^ were obliged to do so in order to leave the 
work in a proper condition. The amount of ledge encountered, the depth re-
quired, an average of about ten feet, to meet the requirements of the other parts 
of the system, the frequent and excessive rains requiring a large amount of crib-
bing increased the cost much beyond the estimates. 
The following is a detailed statement of the expenditures and receipts: 
EXPENSES. 
Labor, as per Pay Roll and Time Bills $3,583 46 
C. A. Ross, sewer pipe 1,525 59 
D. E. Campbell, engineer, 432 00 
T. H. Lord, assistant engineer 10 25 
G. Y. Bo * din, granite covers, 80 75 
W. F. Bacon, grates,. 53 55 
Grover & Adams, grade stakes, etc., 6 68 
Geo. E. Goodwin, team work, 44 85 
A. G. Blunt, powder, tools, etc., 149 42 
Bixby & Buck, cement and sundries, 144 35 
Forrest & Marston, repairs on a queducts, etc., 20 84 
Geo. W. Gray, lead 3 00 
J. E. Whitman, blacksmith work 67 18 
H. Purington &Co., brick, . . . .39 00 
Freight on brick, 7. 50 
Wm. E. Knight, mason work 33 50 
0. A. Marston, team work and care of lanterns, 31 50 
H. D. Patterson, oil, 1 83 
Isaac Dyer, brick, 74 25 
Dr. Wilbur, medical services to 60s . Borgeioux, 10 00 
Lewis Fluitte, care of 6us Borgeioux, 33 00 
Daniel Murray and others, damage from blasting, 10 0O 
L. W. Chase, team 50 
James Brown, mason work, 3 75 
0. F. Nutting, damage from blasting 8 00 
D- E. Campbell, sundry expenses, 31 48 
J. J. Moore, powder and use of tools, 35 00 
$6,441 23 
Value of pipe, tools, etc., on hand, 125 00 
Actual cost of Sewer, $6,316 23 
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RECEIPTS. 
A ppropriation, 
Stone sold 
Isaac Dyer, for brick charged in another account, 
Note at Second National Bank, 
^6,441 23 
Appropriation overdrawn, $1,339 33. 
The balance due on account of construction of sewers, ought to be paid by 
the abutters, on the line of the sewer, who haye received the direct benefit, with-
out any further expense to the town. The Selectmen as yet have made no assess-
ments upon those entering the sewers. Your committee are further of the opin-
ion, that the town should not vote to raise any mors money for the construction 
of sewers, until the Municipal Officers of towns are authorized by the Legislature 
to make such assessments, upon the abutters along the line of the sewers, as they 
may deem reasonable and just. A town raising and expending money in the con-
struction of sewers, under the present law, may double the value of the property 
of the abutters along the line of the sewer, who pay no more towards the con-
struction of the sewer, than persons living in a remote part of the town, who re-
ceive no direct benefit whatever. There should be some proper proportion be-
tween the individual benefit and the individual tax. 
The committee were instructed by a vote of the town, to open a sewer upon 
the South side, in the viciDity of the shoe factory. The engineer after carefully 
examining the proposed location of the sewer, deemed it unwise to construct a 
sewer of several hundred feet, that might be no part of the system, as no plan has 
been made for the south side, besides the engineer was of the opinion the sewer 
should run in an opposite direction from the one proposed and discharge into the 
river. In these circumstances the committee did not feel justified in opening the 
proposed sewer. 
REPORT OF D. E. CAMPBELL, ENGINEER IN CHARGE. 
To Messrs. R. B. Shepherd and Chas. A. Marston, Sewer Committee, Gentlemen: 
Having completed the work entrusted to my charge in the construction of 
town sewers, I submit the following report for your examination and approval. 
After an examination of the work done last season, the ground to be operated 
on this season, and the plans prepared in 1886, it was thought necessary to enlarge 
the size of the pipe as proposed for the North St. section from 8 inch to 12 and 15 
inch, which was accordingly done. Also it was thought better to abandon the 
proposed brick main sewer from the corner of North and Water Sts. across private 
property to Courts St., substituting in place of it a pipe sewer of suitable dimen-
sions by way of Water and Court Sts. 
The reasons for this change are: 1st to obtain a better service, as pipe is 
from 40 per cent to 50 per cent, superior to brick in point of cleanliness; 2d to 
avoid the construction of a sewer under dwellings and the expense of land dam-
ages ; 3rd an estimated saving in expense of construction of $2500, as pipe can 
be laid at a less expense than brick, and the building of the 12 inch sewer in Water 
St., as laid out, is now obviated. 
As the brick outlet sewer built last season, does not correspond with the line 
as laid out upon the plan touching it only at the extreme outlet, it has been , 
necessary to establish a new line and new grade from Water to High St. and the 
Water St. line is made about 40 ft. longer than necessary. This has involved an 
extra expenditure on the work of this season of probably $300, and has obliged ; 
us to cross private property for a short distance. 
$5,000 00 
29 15 
72 75 
, 1,339 33 
O F T H E T O W N O F S K O W I I E G A X . i . j 
The amount of work done this season is as follows : the s t ree ts sewered are 
North St. to Leavitt , Leavi t t to the schoolhouse, and E a s t Wa te r St. from Nor th 
to Court St. Amount of excavation, in ledge, Water St , 478 cu. yds. , North St., 
27 cu. yds . ; in earth, Wate r St. , 760 cu. yds. , Nor th St . , 1021 cu. yds . , Leavit t St . , 
340 cu.vds. Total, ledge 505 cu. yds. , ear th 2127 cu. yds . Man-holes built, Wate r 
St. 2 North St. 2, Leavit t St. 1. r a t c h Kas ins Wate r St. 4, North St. 7, 
Leavitt St. 1. Amount of pipe laid, Water St. 620 ft 20 in. , North St. 333 ft, 15 
in., North St. 607 ft. 12 in , Leavit t St. 348 ft. 8 in.
 LTotal pipe laid. 1908 ft, Man-
holes built, 5,. Catch Basins built, 12. 
The man-holes are covered with s t rong grates set in" grani te , instead of with 
tight covers, and will provide ample ventilation to the sewer, The catch basins 
are connected with the main sewer by a 4 inch pipe, thoroughly t rapped to pre-
vent the escape of f o u l ^ a s e s , by the side walks. 
The Amount of money expended is as follows : 
For pipe, brick, granite, cement and g ra tes , • • • $1,898 59 
" labor as per pay roll and time bills, 3,564 46 
41
 sundry expenses and supplies, 531 72 
" engineering, 432 00 
Total $6,426 77 
Received from sale of stone, $ 29 00 
Value of pipe, tools, etc. , on hand, 125 00 
Total , , 154 00 
Actual cost of sewer , . . $6,272 77 
Amount of appropriation, 5,000 00 
Overdrawn, $ i ,272 77 
This amount will be reduced by the proceeds of ent rance fees for house con-
nections, of which I cannot give an acurate account, as tha t mat te r is in the hands 
of the municipal authorities. There have also been furnished about 200 loads of 
broken stone, etc., to the street commisioner, of which no account is made here, 
as the repairs to the street necessitated by the sett l ing of the t renches will come 
un.ler his department. • 
The average cost of excavating, back filling, grading , etc. , has been, for 
lerige, §4.00 per cu. yd., for earth, $1?10 per cu. yd. The nature of the ledge en-
countered has been very re factory such tha t it could not be drilled by steam, aud 
the cost of handling it has been somewhat above the average, al though bv no 
means excessive. The average cost of construcrion per running foot has been, 
for Water St. $5 00, for North aud Leavi t t Sts . $2 45. 
The capacity of the sewer ou North St. is ls.ooO cu. ft. p^r hour, or 4:52,000 
feet per day of 21 hours. The capacity of the Water St. sewer is 36,360 cu. f t . 
per hour,or 872.640 feet per day of 24 hours. Thei r combined capacity is suffi-
cient to remove all sewage, and a rain-fall of one inch per day from an area of 
three hundred acres, with a population of 8,000. Although heavier rain-falls are 
frequent, the above amount is all tha t will rind its way into the sewer under ordi-
nary circumstances. 
More than ordinary care a t d attention must be given to the cleanliness of these 
sewers, until the designed system is completed, as they will not be called upon to 
do the full amount of work for which they are designed, and will become foul 
quite rapidly in consequence. Especially "is this t rue of the 20 inch sewer on 
Water St., which has a low grade, and will only be required at present to do the 
work of an 8 inch sewer. 
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The material used in construction has been of a superior quality. The pipe 
furnished by the Portland Stoneware Co., has been of an excellent grade and was 
subjected to a rigid inspection. None has been accepted which was not sound, 
smooth and of perfect shape. All other material has been of a character entirely 
suitable for the work. According to my best knowledge and belief, the construc-
tion has been thorough, and in accordance with the most advanced principles of 
sanitary engineering. 
I would beg leave to recommend here that a proper set of regulations be 
adopted in regard to all house connections, and a strict compliance with them be 
enforced by the municipal authorities ; also that all entrance fees be fixed at a cer-
tain rate per foot of street frontage. 
In conclusion, I would urge the necessity of carrying forward the work of 
sewering the town, to a speedy completion, as many sections yet remain in abso-
lute need of proper drainage. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
D. E. CAMPBELL, 
Skowhegan, Me., Oct. 19, 1888. Civil engineer in charge of construction. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
R. B. SHEPHERD, ) Committee 
C. A. MARSTON, J on Sewers. 
Annual Report 
OF THE 
SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE, 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 20, 1559. 
« » » 
The School Committee submit the following report for the year ending Feb-
ruary 20, 1889: 
Amount of money unexpended last year, $1,838 59 
" raised by vote of Town for common schools, 3,700 00 
" raised by vote of Town for High School, 500 00 
11
 received from State, school fund and mill tax, 2,470 41 
" received from State for High School, 250 00 
11
 received from Town of Norridgewock 17 40 
$8,776 40 
Amount paid for teachers, $5,522 76 
" paid foi; repairs, 493 25 
" paidforfuel 742 04 
" paid for care of school houses, 126 50 
paid for carrying scholars, 87 50 
n
 paid Town of Canaan for schooling 1887 and 1888, . 28 00 
" paid for general expenses, 380 44 
UnexpeDded balance, 1,395 91 
$8,776 40 
Two years ago the town voted by a large majority to adopt the "Town Sys-
tem," so-called in the management of its schools, and thereby cut loose from Dis-
trict methods which had long been the rule and practice. In doing this, we f ol-
owed the example of many of the municipalities of Maine, and carried out the oft-
repeated recommendation of our State Superintendent of Schools, as well as that 
of the best educators throughout New England. We believe that this action on 
the part of our town was wise, and will ultimately, if it is not already, be so re-
garded by our people. 
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Many of our schools in the outlying districts are small, so small, in fact, as to 
make it difficult for the teacher to feel contented and satisfied with his work. It 
is impossible, such is human nature, to get up and maintain that interest in study 
when the school is composed of a few scholars, that can be done in one of fair 
size. Accordingly, in some instances, your committee have consolidated schools 
and paid, as the law authorizes, a fair compensation for the transportation to and 
from the school of those pupils who live the most remote from the school-house. 
We have felt justified in doing this, since, thereby, we have been able to secure 
better teachers and have longer and more profitable terms of school. 
We have made repairs on some of our school-houses during the past year, 
which were needed for good looks and the preservation of the property, as well 
as for the convenience and comfort of the pupils. 
The school-house in the Snow District, so-called, on the south side, is very 
old and unsightly and is not a suitable place for a school. Mr. Benjamin Snow, 
as we understand, proposes to deed to the town a lot of land near the site of the 
old house, but on the opposite side of the road, without consideration, except that 
the town erect a good school-house thereon. We recommend an appropriation of 
six hundred dollars for that purpose. 
The repairs and changes which have been made in the village school-houses 
are well and fully described in the Report of the Building Committee, which it is 
hoped all of our citizens will read. 
The Leavitt Street school-house is now a handsome structure, and contains 
four excellent and convenient school-rooms, fitted up neatly with modern appli-
ances, and reflects credit, certainly, upon the designer and architects. 
The new Park School-house is a plain, substantial structure, and when finished 
will give us four commodious rooms, well lighted and ventilated. These rooms 
are much needed to relieve the crowded schools in other parts of the village. 
The free text-book plan which has been in vogue here for several years, we 
believe, has great advantage over the old method of supplying children with 
school books. It secures uniformity throughout the town, a thing most desirable. 
The schools too, are likely to be more fully and seasonably supplied and at a great 
saving of expense. And from the observation we have had, we conclude that the 
books are better cared for, aud will therefore last longer than under the old plan. 
But while our schools are well supplied with books, there is great need, es-
pecially in the outlying districts, of more school furniture, say maps, charts and 
globes. Income districts we have nothing of the kind, and in consequence, the i 
teachers find themselves much embarrassed in their work. We hope the time is 
not far distant when every school-room in town will be furnished with these ar-
ticles so necessary to the highest good and efficiency of our schools. 
We believe the schools throughout the town the past year have been fairly suc-
cessful. The teachers, as a rule, have labored earnestly and well to make their re-
spective schools of interest and profit to all concerned. 
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At present the schools and teachers of the village are as follows : 
HIGH SCHOOL.—Principal, Mr. Walter H. Davis. Assistants, Miss Mary B. Cushing, 
Mrs. Alice S. Mitchell. 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL.—Principal, Miss Dora P. Cleveland. Assistant, Miss Annie B-
Ward. 
2ND GRAMMAR SCHOOL.—North, Miss Annie Goodwin. South, Miss Caddie Cay-
ford. 
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS.—North, Miss May C. Pollard. South, Miss May Parsons. 
PRLMARY SCHOOLS.—North side, Miss May Ward, Miss Annie Barbeau, Miss An-
nie Russell. South side, Miss Helen Hoxie, Miss Alice Bray, Mrs. Mary 
Lumsden. 
School District, No. 2, North. Summer term; teacher, Miss Hattie A. Willey; 
term of 8 weeks. Whole number attending school, 20 ; average attendance, 16. 
Winter term of 10 weeks; same teacher; whole number attending school 22; 
average 17. 
School District, No. 3. Spring term of 9 weeks, kept by Miss Georgia M. At-
wood; whole number attending school, 8 ; average 7. 
Fall term of 9 weeks, kept by Henry L. Corson; whole number in attendance, 
9; average 8. 
Winter term of 8 weeks, kept by same teacher; whole number attending 
school 8; average, 5 2-5. 
School District, No. 4. No spring, summer, or fall term. Winter term is now 
in session and kept by Mr. Cain. 
District No. 7. Spring term of 8 weeks kept by Sadie A. Tobey; whole num-
ber attending school, 12; average 11. 
Fall term of 8 weeks kept by same teacher; whole number attending school 
12; average 11. 
Winter term of 10 weeks by same teacher; whole number in attendance, 17; 
average 15. 
District No. s Summer term of 8 weeks kept by Mrs. Emma G. Tuttle; 
whole number attending school, 8 ; average 7. Fall term kept by same teacher; 
whole number attending school, 8; average 7. 
District No. 9. Summer term of 8 weeks, taught by Eva B. Judkins; whole 
number in attendance, 22; average 20. Fall term of 10 weeks by same teacher; 
whole number in attendance, 20; average 16. Winter term of 10 weeks was 
taught by Miss Delia Ames; whole number attending school, 20; average 15. 
District No. 11. Summer term of 8 weeks, by Delia Ames; whole number 13; 
average 12. Fall term of 8 weeks, kept by same teacher; whole number in attend-
ance, 12; ayerage 11. 
District No. 12. Summer term of 8 weeks kept by Miss Rosie A. Whit ten; 
whole number attending school, 12; average 11. Fall term of 8 weeks, kept by 
same teacher; whole number attending school, 13; average 11. Winter term kept 
by same teacher; whole number attending school, 16; average 14. 
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DISTRICT SCHOOLS—SOUTH. 
DISTRICT N O . 2. 
The Spring term of 8 weeks was taught by Lura H. Dennison. Attendance 
16. Average 14. 
The Fall term was taught by Avis An till. Length of term 10 weeks. Attend-
ance 18. Average 15. 
DISTRICT No. 3. 
But one term during the year has been taught in this house. Length of term 
8 weeks. Teacher, Grace Chapman. 
DISTRICTS NOS. 4 & 8. 
Olive A. Harris has taught three terms during the year. Two terms in the 
Snow house and one in the Gould house. Spring term 8 weeks. Attendance 15. 
Average 13. Fall term 10 weeks. Attendance 11. Average 9.73. Winter term 
10 weeks. Attendance 13. Average 11.5. 
DISTRICTS NOS. 5 & 9. 
The Spring term was taught by Martha Wentworth. Length of term 8 
weeks. Attendance 12. Average 10 6-13. The Fall term was taught by Lizzie 
M. Allen. Length of term 10 weeks. Attendance 16. Average 14.9. The Winter 
term was taught by Ettie M. Vaughan. Length of term 10 weeks. Attendance 
14. Average 12. 
DISTRICTS Nos. 6 & 7. 
Spring term of 8 weeks was taught by Alice Bray. Attendance 13. Average 
119-38. Fall term of 8 weeks was taught by Ettie M. Vaughan. Attendance 18. 
Average 15. 
SCHOOL BOOK ACCOUNT. 
Amount raised by vote of Town $800 00 
from last year, 137 55 
$937 55 
Amount expended as follows: 
Music charts, 
15 Lippincott's 6th readers, .83 1-3,. 
20 " 5th " . 7 5 , . . . . 
45 " 4th " .50, 
45 " 3rd '• .36 2-3,. 
70 " 2nd *' .37 1-2,. 
75 " 1st " .16 2-3,. 
47 Fish's Arithmetic .55 
65 Robinson Small Arithmetic . 2 5 . . . . . 
6 " " "2dhand . 15 , . . . 
40 Fish's Arithmetic .50 
18 Hooker's book of Nature, .75 . . . . 
100 Supplementary Reading, 
24 Smith's Physiology, .41 2-3, 
55 Warren's Primary Geography, .40 , . . ! 
2 6
 " B. C. " .80, . . . 
$75 00 
12 50 
15 00 
22 50 
16 50 
19 25 
12 50 
25 85 
16 25 
90 
20 00 
13 50 
32 29 
10 00 
22 00 
20 80 
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75 Lippincott's Spellers, .20 15 00 
J.30 Harrington '4 .11 • • • 14 30 
12 Meservey's Book-keeping, .QG 2-3, 8 00 
9 Warren's B. C. Geography, .85 7 05 
1 Algebra 1 10 
1 Record Book, 40 
1 3rd Reader 40 
1 Greenleaf Arithmetic, . . . 90 
1 Harper's S. Geography, . 40 
1 Blank Book 40 
1U. S. History, 75 
Express on Books , . . . 12 28 
Unexpended balance, 541 13 
$937 55 
T H E NUMBER O F BOOKS ON H A N D AND T H E I R ESTIMATED V A L U E . 
145 Lippincott's 1st Reader, . 12 1-2, $18 12 
138 " 2nd " .20 27 00 
142 - 3rd " .30, 42 CO 
133 " 4th " .40 53 20 
106 ' 5th " . 6 0 . . . . 63 60 
42 » 6th M -70, 29 40 
41 Chart Primers, .08, 3 28 
41 Barnes U. S. History, .60 24 60 
05 Smith's Physiology, .30, 19 50 
40 Lippincott's Spellers, .15, 6 00 
89 Swinton Grammer, .35, 39 15 
2 Rhetorics, .60, 1 20 
147 Small Arithmetic, .16 2-3, 24 50 
178 Fish's Arithmetic, .40 39 15 
24 Colburn's Mental Arithmetic, .20 4 80 
431 Spelling Books, (Harr ington) .08, 34 48 
50 Meservey's Book-keeping, .50, 25 00 
157 Warren's B. C. Geography, .60, 94 20 
155 » Small Geography, .30, 46 50 
4 Language Lessons, .20, 80 
20 Child's Book of Nature, .65, 16 90 
2 Algebra, 1 75 
308 Supplementary Reading. .20, 6 1 6 0 
30 Steele's Physiology. .45, 13 50 
Music Charts, 60 00 
$751 4:J» 
We have expended during the two years tha t the town has furnished text 
books $1,062.45, and as we have $751.43 wor th of books on band the net cost to 
the town for furnishing free text books for the two years is $311.02, or $155.51 
per year. 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 
We would make the following recommendat ions : T h a t the town raise $3700 
for the support of common schools for the ensuing year, and $500 addit ional for 
the support of a Free High School, tha t they raise $600 to build a school-house 
near Benj. Snow's; and that they raise no money for the purchase of free text 
books, as the money left over will be ample for tha t purpose . 
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The hiring of teachers, as is well known, is made by the town system a part 
of the duty of the School Committee or Supervisors. However careful we may 
be, it is obvious that now and then persons will be employed who are poorly pre-
pared for the work. We are more than ever convinced of the great advantages 
which thorough instruction and training at our Normal Schools gives the teacher, 
and therefore we are free to say that a course of study at these institutions is, 
with us, a high recommendation. 
Every reasonable facility for promoting the cause of education among us 
should be cheerfully given. I t is a matter of thankfulness that our school-houses. 
with one or two exceptions, present a neat external appearance, and their internal 
arrangement is favorable for the work for which they were erected. 
With a growing interest on the part of our people in whatever pertains to the 
education of our children, accompanied by an earnest desire to avail ourselves of 
all modern facilities and methods of improvement which promise to be helpful, 
let ns cherish the hope of continued progress, as a town, iu those matters which 
are of so great importance to us all. 
Respectfully submitted, 
E. F. DANFORTH, ] Superintending 
S. A. FATTEN, > School 
S. A. BICKFORD, J Committee. 
REPORT 
OF THE 
School House Building Committee. 
The committee appointed at the town 
meeting held on the 30th day of April 
last, "to expend the money and superin-
tend any repairs or erections of school 
houses" deem it proper in making their 
report, to first give the votes of the town 
under which they have acted, and by 
which they have been governed. 
At the last annual March meet ing it 
was 
"Voted to raise the sum of $2,500 to build a 
two room school house on the south side, and 
$2,600 to build a two room school house on the 
north side, and the S. S. Committee be the com-
mittee to build the same." 
As there was no vote passed locating 
either of the houses, and as they could be 
located only by a vote of the town, 
nothing could be done, and it became ab-
solutely necessary to call another meet-
ing. 
In order that the town might act un-
derstand ingly at the next meeting, the 
Selectmen appointed, informerly, but 
certainly very properly, a committee of 
three to take the whole question of addi-
tional school room into consideration, 
look up sites for school houses, see what 
they could be bought for, and report to 
the town. That committee made a ver-
bal report at a town meeting held on the 
3oth day of April last, and the result was 
the town then 
"Voted to reconsider that part of Art. 2 in re-
lation to building school houses, passed at the 
last annual March meeting, but not that part in 
relation to the $5,000, voted at the last annual 
March meeting." 
"Voted to remodel and enlarge the Leavitt 
it. school house, so as to make four school 
rooms, and warm them by steam and put in 
water closets." 
"Voted that the school house on North St. be 
moved on to the Jacobs lot, so called, and now 
owned by Mr. Day, and situated on the north 
smeofJewettSt., and the building committee, 
o be hereafter appointed, buy the lot, and that 
ine town treasurer be and hereby is authorized 
io sell and convey the lot where it nowstands at 
a price satisfactory to the town." 
"Voted that the $5,000 raised at the last an-
nual town meeting for the building of two new 
school houses, be, and hereby is appropriated to 
defray the expenses of remodeling and enlarg-
ing Leavitt St. school house as heretofore voted, 
and the building of a two room school house on 
the suuth side, on the sand lot, so called, owned 
by the Coburn heirs, near Mr. Avoir's, and the 
selectmen be authorized to borrow a sum not 
exceeding $5000, for the building and repairing 
of school houses." 
"Voted that the Old Academy be properly re-
paired so as to make two pleasant and comfort-
able school rooms." 
At a town meeting held July 3d, 1888, 
it was 
"Voted that the selectmen be authorized to 
hire a sum of money, sufficient to carry out the 
plans of the building committee, not to exceed 
six thousand dollars." 
"Voted to build on the south side a two story 
house and of brick, and the committee be au-
thorized to build according to th2 plans of Fas-
sett and Thompson, which are now in their pos-
session." 
These are the votes of the town so far 
as they relate to school houses in wha t 
was formerly School Dist. No. 1. 
Tin* iv *v Committee was charged with 
the duty u i making repairs in the o the r 
par ts of the town. 
The committee entered upon their duty 
with a determinat ion to do well whatever 
they might do, believing tha t to be the 
true policy and best economy for the 
town. * 
* The school house site on Jewe t t St . , 
( three-fourths of an acre) was bought for 
$300. Nor th St. house has been moved 
on to it, a cellar put under it the whole 
bigness of the house and well walled. On 
account of a depression in the land where 
the house s tands , the cellar wall was laid 
wi thout much excavat ion, which made i t 
necessary to till in around it. Tha t has 
been done, s teps made, school room plas-
tered overhead, wood work painted, 
walls papered, and some other little re-
pairs made, so tha t it is now a very pleas-
ant and comfortable school room, and one 
much needed in that locality. 
The house on Mechanic St. was found 
in need of slight repairs. A new floor 
was laid, the cellar wall repaired, an iron 
rod put through the brick walls to 
support the building, and some other lit-
tle repairs made, so tha t the building is 
perfectly safe and in good condition. 
The house on West F ron t St. was sim-
ply newly painted. 
The High School building on the Island 
came in for a share of the repairs. The 
tin roof was found leaking. Tha t was 
repaired and painted. The plumbing was 
overhauled and repaired, the old black 
boards replaced with new ones through-
out, and some other repairs made. 
The Old Acaeemy was found in a truly 
dilapidated condition. For the want of 
proper care or for some other cause, the 
cellar wall on the side next to the meet-
ing house had caved in so much tha t it 
became necessary to take down nearly the 
whole of tha t side and relay it, a job 
which was well done under the super-
vision of Mr. J . L Teuney. The wood 
work in the front end was taken out and 
the space bricked up, thereby making the 
rooms much warmer and improving the 
looks of the building. The second story 
had been plastered on to the brick walls 
without lathing. The walls were straped 
aud lathed and the whole building, above 
and bel w, plastered anew, hard wood 
floors laid, the wood work outside and in. 
repainted and the roof reshingled In 
short, the whole building was thoroughly 
overhauled from cellar to ridgepole and 
put in good repair, and it now contains 
" t w o pleasant and comfortable school 
rooms." They are warmed by stoves ta-
ken from the old rooms. 
Leavitt St. school house ajs we found 
it was a building 54x30 feet, two stories 
high, containing two school rooms. We 
enlarged it by the addition of twelve feet 
to the north end, and a wing 20x14 feet 
on each side, and enlarged the cellar to 
the full bigness of the building. The 
whole building has been renovated and 
remodeled, making substantially a new 
structure, and a model school house. A 
house of which the committee are, and 
the town well may be, proud. Mr. H. 
W. Chaney had charge of the carpenter 
work, and Mr. Noah Reed enlarged the 
cellar, The steam heating apparatus was 
put in by Carman & Thompson of Lewis-
ton. I t is not the cheapest system there 
is by any means. But it is undoubtedly 
the best system of steam heat ing and ven-
tilation for school rooms now known. 
The commit tee fully realize that any 
steam hedting appara tus is expensive, 
and unless it works well i t is a nuisance 
anywhere, but especially so in a school 
building. They therefore sought for a 
system and for cont rac tors that would be 
very sure to give perfect satisfaction. 
The steam works have now been in oper-
ation in the Leavit t St. house some two 
months , giving entire satisfaction. The 
commit tee flatter themselves that it is 
going to prove a perfect success. The 
plumbing was done by Mr. Henry A. 
Taber of Augusta , a plumber of much 
experience, and gives good satisfaction 
The house accomodates four schools and 
each school room has a seat ing capacity 
for fifty-six scholars . 
This house in point of comfort and 
convenience and for the purposes for 
which it is intended, can hardly be ex-
celled. The whole amount expended on 
it, reckoning everyth ing , is $6892.11. 
But if we deduct expense of steam heat-
ing apparatus , $1200, plumbing $525, 
bricks and masonry work, setting [boiler 
and put t ing in water closets, $100, and 
we have as the cost of the building.prop-
er $5,007.11, a sum not unreasonable in 
view of what has been done and improve-
ments made. 
The Park School House is the new 
house on the south side of the river. It 
is 77x40 feet, two stories high, built of 
brick and roof slated, and designed, 
eventually, for four schools, but for the 
present only two, and only the first story 
has been tiinished inside. I t is a well 
built and substantial building. The cellar 
wall and underp inning was put in by Mr. 
Tenney, under a contract . The super-
s t ruc ture was put up and completed under 
a contract wi th Mr. H. W. Chaney and J. 
A. Hoxie. The two rooms completed are 
splendid school rooms. Those in the 
second story, when finished, will he, if 
anything, better . The steam heating ap-
para tus is the same system and put in by 
the same part ies as the Leavit t St. house, 
and the plumbing was done by Mr. Tebar. 
both houses have the samesystem of water 
closets, tha t known as the Parson's Im-
proved Trough system. I t is the cheap-
est system that we investigated, and for 
a school house we thought it the best. 
It is the one instance, where the commit-
tee thought the cheapest the best. The 
site for the Park House was an expensive 
one. It contains about one acre and a 
quarter (just one acre 49 sq. rods, 45.75 
sq. feet), and cost $1500. It was a sand 
lot indeed, and had to be graded off and 
covered with clay and soil. That job 
has been let to Mr. Ansel Holway. He is 
to cover it four inches with clay and six 
inches with soil for $250, and the job is 
partly done, and will be finished in the 
early spring and seeded down. When 
the lot is finished and well grassed over 
it will make a very fine site for the build-
ing on it. 
The Park House as it now stands cost, 
including site and everything, $12,103.20. 
But after deducting cost of site $1500, 
grading $250.00, plumbing $550.00, steam 
heating $1160.00, bricks and masonry 
work for water closets and boiler $100.00, 
we have as the cost of the building prop-
er $8,553.26, a sum, which, considering 
the size of the house, and that the work 
in every part is thoroughly and substan-
tially done and good material used, can-
not be considered excessive. 
In school rooms Nos. 1, 2 and 3, in the 
Leavitt Street house and in No. 1 in the 
Park House, new furniture has been put 
in. It was manufactured in Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan, and is considered the most 
substantial and the best in the market. 
But undoubtedly a mistake was made in 
ordering so small seats. The order was 
made out from the manufacturers cata-
logue, price, size. The catalogue size for 
primary schools was ordered for our pri-
mary schools, and the catalogue sizes for 
intermediate schools was ordered for our 
intermediate schools, and so on. 
But it must be Maine grows larger chil-
dren than Michigan, for when the seats 
were set up, they proved to be too small. 
In the Park house, that fault has been, in 
a great measure remedied by setting the 
seats on blocks one and one-half inches 
thick. And the same thing can, and will 
be done, in the Leavitt street house, as 
the best way out of the dilemma. 
Comparatively a [small outlay, which 
certainly ought to be made, on the school 
houses in the farming portion of the 
town, will put them in first class condi-
tion, and then Skowhegan as a town, will 
have as good, if not the best, school 
house accommodations of any town or 
city in the State. And now it only re-
quires energetic, wise and judicious su-
pervision of our schools to give us the 
best system of schools In the State. 
Without that this large expenditure 
will be in a great measure lost, with 
it, it will prove to be one of the wisest 
investments Skowhegan ever made. To 
our schools and churches are we indebted, 
as a nation, for all that distinguishes us 
above the heathen. Wipe out our school 
houses and meeting houses, and our 
governmental superstructure would at 
once wither and die, as it were, of the 
paralysis. 
The following is a summary statement 
of expenditures upon each house built 
and repaired. The amount includes heat-
ing, plumbing and .everything expended. 
The Park house, new $-12,103.20. 
Leavitt St. house enlarged, 6,892.11. 
Old Academy repaired, 1,073.58. 
Jewett St. house moved and 
repaired, 690.96. 
Mechanic St. house repaired, 91).88 
High School Building repaired, 296.40. 
West Front Street house repaired, 7.05. 
furniture and Blackboard, 977 87. 
Miscellaneous hills, 504.15. 
Total, 22,645.26. 
The committee have drawn from 
the Bank, money deposited 
by the town 16,557.07. 
Over drawn 109.62. 16.567.19. 
Leaving a balance to be provided 
for of 6,078.07. 
The old North street school house lot 
estimated to be worth $600 has not been 
sold. 
In closing the committee deem it prop-
er to urge upon the town the importance 
of taking good care of its school proper-
ty. If properly cared for, that in the 
village will require now, only very slight 
repairs from year to year. If left to take 
care of itself, as school property too oft-
en is, it will soon be in ruins. All of 
which is respectfully submitted. 
O. R. BACHELLOR\
 P 
J. R. MCCLELLANJ L / 0 m ' 
Skowhegan, Feb. 14, 1889. 
